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Thursday, July 13 

7:10 AM—7:50 AM    Continental Breakfast 

7:50 AM—8:50 AM    Breakout Sessions 

9:00 AM—10:00 AM    Breakout Sessions 

10:10 AM—11:10 AM    Breakout Sessions 

11:10 AM—11:30 AM    Vendor Time and Snack (included) 

11:30 AM—1:00 PM    General Session—Ruth Culham 

**Schedule and times are subject to change 

Wednesday, July 12 

7:30 AM—8:00 AM    Continental Breakfast (included) 

8:00 AM—10:00 AM    General Session—Dave Burgess 

10:00 AM—10:30 AM    Break and Vendor Time 

10:30 AM—11:30 AM    General Session—Dave Burgess 

11:30 AM—12:00 PM    Vendor Time 

12:00 PM—1:00 PM    Pirate Picnic (pre-paid, ticketed event) 

1:00 PM—2:00 PM    Breakout Sessions 

2:10 PM—3:10 PM    Breakout Sessions 

3:20 PM—4:20 PM    Breakout Sessions 

4:30 PM—5:30 PM    Author/Illustrator Reception (included) 

       Exhibits will be open during this time 

Conference Schedule 
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Join New York Times best-selling author Dave Burgess for a high-energy,  

entertaining, and inspirational program that will transform the way you look  

at your role as an educator. Learn how to dramatically increase student  

engagement, design wildly creative lessons, and build a course that is a  

life-changing experience for your students. 

Using a unique combination of magic and humor, he will reignite your passion 

for the education profession and show you exactly how to make school an 

amazing place that has students wanting to knock down the walls to get in.  

Teach Like a PIRATE has sparked a full-scale revolution in the educational world 

and has inspired teachers from all over the globe to achieve new levels of  

excellence in their schools and classrooms. This program is your chance to  

experience the one-of-a-kind presentational style of unbelievable intensity and 

outrageous energy that has transfixed audiences at packed venues across the 

nation.  

Dave Burgess—Teach Like a Pirate 

General Session Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

Ruth Culham, Ed.D—Sponsored by Scholastic 
 The Writing Thief Goes on a Reading Rampage 

It's been said that good writers borrow while great writers steal. Writing thieves 

read widely, dive deeply into texts, and steal bits and pieces from  great texts as  

     models for their own writing. Ruth Culham admits to being a  

  writing thief and she wants you and your students to become  

writing thieves, too.  A major part of becoming a writing thief is  

 finding the right mentor texts to share with students. Using the  

Traits of Writing as a guide, we’ll explore new books so a new  

generation of writing thieves thrive in every classroom. 

http://daveburgess.com/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/products/ruth-culham-writing-program/#.WOY_vtLyuUk
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 Teaching Tolerance and Diversity in a Xenophobic World 

Encouraging open minds is vital, not only to help students embrace diversity 

in others, but to see differences as strengths in themselves. Participants in 

this session will learn specific strategies for using story and characters as a 

springboard for classroom discussion, several classroom activities, and to 

provide an open door to those who are struggling with these issues.  

Explore the World of Self Publishing - Session 2 

It’s a whole new world. Whether you’ve always imagined seeing your words 

in print or becoming the next best-seller, there is no time like the present to 

usher that dream into reality. Learn the best practices on how to turn your 

manuscript into a viable eBook and get it for sale on Amazon.com.  

Kimberli Bindschatel - Author of the award-winning YA novel, The Path to the Sun and 

the Poppy McVie, Saving Animals One Book at a Time series  - Middle School/High School 

 

Discover the Hidden Treasures within Historical Fiction 

Did you know that during the Depression clothes were sewn from large 

cloth flour bags? Have you heard of the Métis culture? Is it better to  

research with books or internet? What is the difference between primary 

and secondary sources? Join Kim Cory as she uses her Michigan-based  

historical novels, Lilly’s Way, Charlie Boy, Home to Mackinac, and Tending 

Ben’s Garden, to illustrate research and writing elements for upper  

elementary and middle school students. This interactive session will 

demonstrate how exploring historical fiction can heighten students’  

reading of this genre, inspire them to write their own stories, and create 

awareness of the importance of history in our lives.  

Kim Delmar Cory - Author of five mid-grade historical novels, all set in Michigan 
Upper Elementary/Middle School 

Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

http://www.kimberlibindschatel.com/
http://www.kdelmarcory.com/
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Kevin Kammeraad - Award-winning artist, puppeteer and children’s author of many 

books and CD’s - Lower Elementary/Middle Elementary 

Inspiring Active Imaginations through Poetry, Puppetry, Music & Movement 

This high energy interactive presentation is packed with many  

ideas to motivate students to be creative thinkers and stronger  

writers! Kevin will share practical ways YOU can integrate puppetry, 

music, movement, and fun writing prompts into your teaching  

environment. He’ll share insights from his 15+ years of experience and 

also feature ideas from his new book and CD, Spinach Dip Pancakes.  

 Stephanie Kammeraad - Author, Educator and Book Lover - Early Childhood/Lower Elementary 

Cultivating Visual Literacy Skills in Early Elementary 

 Explore resources for helping children both create and comprehend  images and become   

 visual storytellers – necessary skills for effective communication and  

 participation in today's highly visual  world! This interactive and hands- 

 on session will feature instruction and practice using Visual Thinking  

 Strategies, Wimage which is a new app that changes words to images,   

 and Stephanie's new book, Wimee's Words.  

 Ruth McNally Barshaw - Author and Illustrator - K-12 

New Book Ideas - How One Big Journal Promotes Revisions,  
Storytelling and the Creative Process 

Every author has a different process. For Ruth, an oversized Moleskin note-

book has become the repository for 100+ book ideas. See how your students 

can learn to capture and refine their ideas on any subject. Experience the 

thrill of ideas springing to life on the page. Feel the frustration of rejection 

and the exhilaration of success. See the messy act of revision, and count the 

many benefits of keeping a journal, whether fancy or homemade.  

Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

http://www.kevinkammeraad.com/
http://www.kevinkammeraad.com/stephanies-bio.html
http://www.ruthexpress.com/
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Writing Across the Curriculum to Evidence Understanding 

Some may call these quick writes, some might label this visible learning, some might even 

pronounce it to be poetry. Join as teacher/poet Michael Salinger leads participants through 

strategies that will engage students in writing about their learning: predicting,  

synthesizing, and summarizing in their own words using easily accessible and assessable 

patterns. Participants will collaborate to create their own handouts as they write,  

following a step-by-step lesson process designed to build literacy skills while evidencing  

understanding of content area instruction. Lessons naturally differentiate and have been 

proven particularly successful with language learners.  

Michael Salinger - Author of several poetry books for adults as well as the 

award-winning “Well Defined, Vocabulary in Rhyme” for YA. - Middle School 

 Lori McElrath-Eslick- Illustrator - Upper Elementary through High School 

Teachers Relax into Drawing with your Students  

I wish to encourage adults to believe in your creativity and to be able to work 

with your students with a acceptance of the joy of creative energy in your 

life. I've found this joy more and more after a couple of life saving events in 

my life. Now more than ever I embrace the joy of creating, drawing and 

painting. I truly think that you will reach your students better by sharing 

creative moments in your day.       

 

Using Fiction to Find our Real Voices 

What's worse, a Nazi or a commie? Do Canadians speak German? Is  

the book "1984" by George Orwell really dangerous? To sixth grade 

Marjorie, growing up in the suburbs north of Detroit in the midst of the 

Cold War, enemies seem to be all around…at the library, at school, at 

home. Author Sara Holbrook discusses the novel and her research, offering 

ideas on how to make history come alive for students.  

Sara Holbrook - Author of over a dozen poetry books for children, teens and adults  

including her newest book, The Enemy - Upper Elementary/Middle School 

Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

http://www.michaelsalinger.com/
http://www.eslickart.com/
http://www.saraholbrook.com/


 

Page 8                                                                       Conference Preview — 2017 Summer Literature Conference 

 Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen - Illustrator - Lower Elementary through Middle School 

Fun Stories, Drawing, Etc. 

Gijsbert will share “behind the scenes” stories in the making of his children’s 

books that teachers can share with their classrooms. He will also take 

the class through a simple step-by-step process showing everyone 

that drawing pictures is as easy as circles, squares and triangles. This 

is a hands-on workshop. Paper and pencil needed. 

 Lynne Smyles - Michigan Teacher turned Author - Middle Elementary/Upper Elementary 

Michigan History Nightmares 

Lynne will share an overview of each of the three books in her Michigan 

History Nightmares series. She will offer helpful suggestions for linking 

Michigan History Nightmares to the classroom curriculum in a fun way 

so that kids learn to appreciate their wonderful state. She will also  

introduce activities (handouts) specific to each individual book.  

 

Nature Journaling and Storytelling 

Robbyn Smith van Frankenhuyzen - Author - Lower Elementary through Middle School 

Robbyn will share through storytelling, images and journals 

how her children’s books, the Hazel Ridge Series, were  

created. Her presentation is very similar to what she 

shares with students and staff during her author visits to 

schools and nature centers and will emphasize the  

importance of reading and journaling. 

Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

http://hazelridgefarm.com/about.html
http://www.lynnesmyles.com/
http://hazelridgefarm.com/about.html


 

Page 9                                                                       Conference Preview — 2017 Summer Literature Conference 

 

Rhonda Gowler-Greene - Author of 25 Picture Books - Lower Elementary/Upper Elementary 

Reading and Writing and Pirates, Oh My! 

Ahoy, landlubbers! In this session, learn: 

 How yer students (lads and lassies) can think like a pirate and become amazin’ 

blow-me-down writers. 

 The story behind the story of No Pirates Allowed! Said Library Lou’ (an ILA/CBC 

Children’s Choice Book and Bank Street College Best Book) 

 A treasure chest full of ways to use the book in yer classroom!  See ya thar, matey! 

 

Linda McLean - Author and retired Library Media Specialist - Elementary through Middle School 

Author Linda McLean has created an interesting and interactive program  
for all ages that educates the participant about the ethical and humane 
treatment of elephants in captivity. This program includes a slideshow and a 
reading from her book Wanda and Winky, the true story of the last two elephants to live at 
the Detroit Zoo. Ms. Mclean’s presentation includes poetry as well as facts about  
elephants, where they come from, how they got here, and what life is like for elephants in 
a circus or a zoo. The program will conclude with an activity that depicts elephants in their 
natural habitat.  

For the Love of Elephants 

Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich - Author - Middle School/High School  

Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich is the author of the novel 8th Grade Superzero,  

co-author of Two Naomis and the forthcoming And Two Naomis Too, with Audrey 

Vernick. She writes for Brightly and has written for Heinemann's Digital Campus. 

She is a “We Need Diverse Books” (WNDB) and “Brown Bookshelf” team member, 

and teaches writing at The Loft and Gotham Writers.  

Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

http://rhondagowlergreene.com/
http://www.lindakmclean.com/
https://olugbemisolabooks.com/
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Featured Speakers 
**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Click on speaker’s picture to be directed to their website 

 

Cheryl McDonough - School Improvement Planner for Collins Education 

The Literacy Demands of the SAT - Session 1 - Middle School/High School 

The new SAT is a rigorous standardized assessment that is presenting new challenges for both teachers 
and students. In every section of the test, students are required to be readers, writers and thinkers. This 
short session will explore efficient, effective tools that all teachers can incorporate daily to help students 
meet these challenges.  
 

Collins Writing: A Framework for Literacy Across the Curriculum - Session 2 - K-12 

Educators involved in this session will be exposed to a system for incorporating writing and reading in  
every subject area and grade level.  
 

The Literacy Concerns of the Secondary Teacher - Session 3 - Middle School/High School 

This collaborative session will explore problems, solutions and successes unique to the secondary  
classroom. Teachers and administrators are encouraged to bring their challenges to the table  

Collins Education Associates 
Collins Writing Program 

http://www.collinsed.com/
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**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Presenters 

Summit Academy 
Molly Guckian, Samantha Banas, Karen 

Cunnien, Priscilla Albano, Carol Paul 

Using Innovation to Change  

Personalized Learning 

Middle-High School 

Emily Larsen 
Independent Literacy Consultant 

Choosing and Using  

Informational Books, K-2 

Lower Elementary 

Lisa Brown 
Michigan Department of Education 

Building Connections Between Early  

Literacy & the 3rd Grade Reading Law 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary 

Lois Letchford 
UAlbany 

Overcoming the Odds 

Lower Elementary/Upper Elementary 

Sarah Margalus 
Frankfort School District 

Craft and Structure: Reaching the Rigor 

of Common Core Standards 

Middle Elementary/Upper Elementary 

Lynette Suckow 

Trish Sippola 
Great Lakes/Great Books 

K-12 
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**Speakers and topics are subject to change 

Presenters 

Carla Cox 
Author of Syl-la-dot Reading Program 

Accelerating Early Literacy Success  

for All Students K-3 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary 

Melissa Fiamoncini 
Rice Lake/Lesley University 

Coaching for Literacy Capacity 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary 

Middle Elementary/Upper Elementary 

Elaine Weber 
Co-Presenter - Barb Mick 

Macomb ISD 

Supporting the Essential Instructional 

Practices Using Free Mission  

Literacy Resources. 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary  

Middle Elementary 

Courtney Huff 
Ottawa ISD 

Follow the Science . . . 

Build a Reader 

Lower Elementary/Upper Elementary 

 

Lois Letchford 
UAlbany 

Inspiration and Learning  

Through Poetry 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary  

Upper Elementary 

Jodi McMaster 
Circus Vowels 

Early Childhood/Lower Elementary 
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P urchase your ticket for a fabulous Pirate Picnic that includes freshly grilled  

hamburgers and bratwurst, corn on the cob, baked beans and various salads. 

This picnic will be held on the grounds of the Shanty Creek Resort overlooking  

beautiful Lake Bellaire. 

Channel your “inner pirate” and join us for some great food and great interaction 

with your fellow educators and authors.  

There will also be treasure chests full of books written by our 

authors that will be raffled off during the picnic! 
 

**This is a pre-paid ticketed event. 

Pirate Picnic 
Wednesday, July 12 - 12:00 PM 

J oin our conference speakers, authors, illustrators 

and vendors for an Autographing Reception  

on Wednesday at 4:30 PM. Enjoy complimentary  

appetizers and a cash bar while you mingle and get 

books signed. Books will be available for purchase  

at the reception. 

Author/Illustrator Reception 
Wednesday, July 12 - 4:30 PM 
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To register go to www.michiganreading.org 

 

Registration Fees & Payments 

 Online registration will close at 11:59 PM on June 30. Beginning July 1, registration will be only 

be available onsite. 

 Registrants who choose to have their school send a purchase order will be considered UNPAID 

until a check is received from the paying organization or individual (purchase orders are not 

considered payment.) Upon receiving a purchase order, the MRA office will issue an invoice 

based on the purchase order. A check for your fees must arrive in the office or payment  

arrangements made with the MRA Business Manager by June 30, 2017. 

 All registration material must be picked up at the Registration Desk at Shanty Creek Resort. 
 

Cancellation/Conference Changes 

 Changes to conference registrations, conferee substitutions and cancellations must be sub-

mitted via the “Change/Cancellation Form” located on our website. Changes and substitutions 

are considered complete when you have received confirmation from the office. 

 Cancellations received by the MRA Office after June 19 will be subject to a $30 processing fee. 

 Cancellation refund requests will not be honored after midnight on July 15. 

 There will be a $15 processing fee for changes made to payment method (i.e. credit card, 

check, etc.) 

 The Pirate Picnic is non-refundable after June 30, 2017. MRA reserves the right to resell any 

unclaimed meal tickets one hour prior to picnic as these meals are prepaid by the Association.  

Conference Fees: 

Conference Registration Fee for Members:   $150.00 

Conference Registration Fee for Non-Members:  $190.00 

Pirate Picnic:          $25.00 
 

Membership Fees: 

Regular Membership Fee:      $35.00 

Retired Membership Fee:      $20.00 

Full-Time Undergraduate Student Membership Fee:   $15.00 

Registration Information 
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Shanty Creek Resort 

Welcome to Shanty Creek Resort! 

To make your hotel reservation, please follow the link below: 

http://reserve.shantycreek.com/?g=437460 

Hotel Pricing 

$119 – Guest Room 

$139 – Studio Parlor 

$208 – One Bedroom Suite 

$277 – Two Bedroom Suite 

$297 – Two Bedroom Condominium 
 

Currently, a 6% state tax, 9% resort fee, and 5% CVB assessment  

is applicable to the room rate. Such tax and assessment fees  

are subject to change without notice. The charge for an extra 

person Is $15 per person per night. 

Amenities 

Guests of Shanty Creek can access one of five indoor or outdoor pools, break a sweat at the Fitness  
Center, or indulge with a massage or body wrap at the Wellness Spa. 

Recreation 

Add world-class golf, two ski mountains, alpine tubing or footgolf to your lodging package. Don’t forget 
the nearby Glacial Hills trails and the Chain of Lakes. 

Services 

Resort-wide shuttle service High-speed Internet 

Concierge services  Daily housekeeping and trash removal 

More Traverse, Less City 

A trip to Shanty Creek is perfect for guests looking for the “Up North” experience. We refer to it as “More 
Traverse, Less City.” This means you’ll find the beauty of the woods and water of northern Michigan at a 
slower pace far from the crowds and traffic. Close to everything and nothing at the same time. 

The Lakeview Restaurant 

The first thing most people notice at the Lakeview Restaurant and Lounge are its majestic sunset views of 
Lake Bellaire. Chef de Cuisine Mark Dunham and his staff serve innovative regional fare, a palate pleasing 
wine list, and award-winning homemade desserts. 

http://reserve.shantycreek.com/?g=437460
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Restaurants in Bellaire, MI 

Feast yourself in Bellaire with everything from local organic produce to fine dining. Bellaire 
has it all. Check out some of our great places for your escape to Bellaire. 

 

  Short’s Brewing Company 
  121 N. Bridge St. 

  The Lunch Box 
  106 E. Cayuga St. 

  Bellaire Bar & Restaurant 
  217 N. Bridge St. 

  Moka Coffee, Pastries & Wine 
  102 N. Bridge St. 

  Toonies Fish and Steak House 
  216 N. Bridge St. 

  Mama’s Country Kitchen 
  730 E. Cayuga St. 

  Starlight Lounge 
  102 N. Bridge St. 

  Papa K’s Pizza 
  201 S. Division St. 

  The Pelican’s Nest 

  5085 Shanty Creek Rd. 

  Sarducci’s Creekside 
  5820 Shanty Creek Rd. 

  Dockside on Torch Lake 
  6340 Old Torch Lake Dr. 
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