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SPEAKING THE LANGUAGE OF POWER: DEVELOPING THINKING 

SKILLS USING THE ACADEMIC VOCABULARY OF THE COMMON CORE  

(grade levels, content, & length vary by location) 

For teachers in all subject areas, curriculum coordinators, principals, supervisors, curriculum committee 
members, school-based management team members, and special educators. 

Here’s a possible Common Core performance task from Smarter Balanced Assessments for 7
th
 graders: 

 
Some schools have installed video cameras in classrooms to ensure student safety. Your district 
is considering installing them in your school. Do you agree or disagree with this idea? 
 
First, read and summarize the two following passages. Then, write an essay for your School 
Board persuading them to support your position by providing logical and well-organized 
arguments, clear reasons, and relevant evidence to support your point of view. Be sure to cite 
specific facts from the articles and acknowledge counterclaims. Remember to maintain a formal 
style and paraphrase excerpts from the passages without plagiarizing. 

 
Will your students be able to understand the academic vocabulary in this question and then be able to do 
the thinking that an assignment like this requires? David Coleman, one of the primary authors of the 
Common Core, argues that students who do not thoroughly understand words like analyze, justify, cite, 
and evidence are at a distinct academic disadvantage. This fun, interactive, fast-paced workshop will 
model strategies to teach both the critical vocabulary necessary for academic success and offer simple 
but powerful activities to teach the deeper thinking skills needed for academic success. 

PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN HOW TO . . . 

 Understand the importance of general academic vocabulary and how it relates to the reading and 
writing strands of the Common Core 

 Use the Collins Essential Writing Assignment: Vocabulary Cards to help students recognize and 
use general academic vocabulary in narrative, informative, and argument reading and writing 

 Use time saving techniques to assess student use of general academic vocabulary as they apply 
it to content-based writing 

 Learn quick, easy-to-use activities to reinforce vocabulary throughout the year 

NOTE: A graduate credit option is available for our multi-day professional development. 

 


