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Two Skills in One: Summarizing and Sentence Combining

1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you
13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Activity #1
Introducing the Book Commercial
Have students respond to the following prompt:
What makes this a good book commercial?

What makes this a good book commercial?
Write 4 lines or more. 3:00 minutes
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Possible Strengths of Commercial Identified by Students:
1. Good hook (Prediction… if… then)
2. Clear opinion with book’s title
3. Summary of book includes: genre, author, characters, problem,
setting
4. Gives a reason to read (plot keeps you on edge of seat)
5. Gives specific text evidence to support reason (Chapter 10, troll…
later in another scene nearly dies on broom)
6. Explains the evidence why it works (keeps you reading into the night)
7 Closer (call to action: Get it today!)
8. Organized with transitions (here, for example, later on, so…)
9. Good paragraphing
10. Sentence variety (variety of length and beginnings)

Activity #2
Close Reading of a
High Quality Book Commercial
Print out slide #2, copy for students, and have them
insert it into a transparency sleeve (see next pages).
Then, after reading the commercial, ask questions
about the various features while students use white
board markers to respond to your questions.
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1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you
13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!
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Underline the title of the book the author is recommending
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Put brackets around the claim or hook of this commercial
1
2

[If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may
regret it for the rest of your life!]In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

What kind of hook is this?
1
2

Prediction: if…. then

[If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may
regret it for the rest of your life!]In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Put parenthesis around the summary of the book
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

In the summary, circle the genre
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Underline the author
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Box the part where the summary describes the main character
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Underline the part in the summary that describes the setting
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Underline the problem
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

)

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

In paragraph 2, put parenthesis around the main reason to read
and use the #1 in the margin.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

(

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you#1

)

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

The author of this commercial, uses 2 pieces of text evidence.
Find them and label them A and B.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7
8
9

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

A

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take
on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene,BHarry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

The author adds an explaining sentence to show why the action
is good. Find this part and label it ”EXP” for explain.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you

EXP

11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Bracket the powerful closer.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to

[

12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

]

What kind of closing technique is this?
Summarizes/restates and then a “call to action”
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to

[

12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

]

There are good transitions in lines 4, 8, and 12. Box them.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to
12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

Check this for proper complete sentences by darkening the
end marks.
5
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

!

.

.

.

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

.

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

.

!

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to

!

12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

!

!

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

How many sentences?

10

1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

!

.

.

.

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

.

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

.

!

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to

!

12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

!

!

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

How many exclamation marks? Is this too many?
Eliminate one.
1

If you don't start reading Harry Potter and The Sorcerer’s Stone, you may

2

regret it for the rest of your life! In this fantasy novel, J.K. Rowling tells the tale of

3

the 10-year-old orphan, Harry Potter, who discovers he is a talented wizard and

4

journeys to Hogwarts Wizarding School. Here he meets his loyal friends Ron and

5

Hermione. Together they must solve mysteries and then battle the powerful but evil

6

Lord Voldemort.

7

!

.

.

.

I won’t spoil it for you, but you’ll have to trust me-- this book will keep you

.

8

on the edge of your seat. For example, in Chapter Ten, Harry and his friends take

9

on a giant troll while they are in the bathroom! Later another scene, Harry nearly

.

!

10 falls to his death while riding on his broom. This kind of action will keep you
11 turning the pages long after your parents tell you to “Turn off the light and go to

!

12 sleep!” So, if you are looking for a book to keep you up at night by pulling you

!

13 into a wild plot with lots of action, this is the one! Get it today!

What makes a good summary for fiction?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Include: genre, title, author
Adjectives/characters
Setting
Key verb to describe problem
Maybe a hint of the theme?
Don’t give away key moments!

Samples: Template C

Everyone should read, “The Tortoise
and the Hare.” In this important fable
by Aesop, a quick but lazy rabbit
competes in a race with a slow but
determined turtle.

Samples: Template C
J.K. Rawling’s Harry Potter is one of the
best books ever written. In this mysterious
and compelling fantasy, a young boy
named Harry discovers his magical powers
and begins his education at Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft. He, together with his
friends Hermione and Ron, must battle the
evil Lord Voldemort who wants to rule the
world.

Samples: Template B
Everyone should read Hansel and
Gretel. This fairy tale by the Brothers
Grimm is about two abandoned
children who might fight an evil
witch.

Samples: Template B
Everyone should read The Cat in the
Hat. This children’s book is about a
mischievous cat who causes chaos in
the home of two bored children who
are left alone for a few hours.

Samples: Template G
Everyone should read The Magic
Pebble. In this clever and wellillustrated picture book, William Steig
tells the story of a sweet but impulsive
donkey who finds a magic pebble but
accidentally changes himself into a
rock.

Samples: Template G
Everyone should read Where the Wild
Things Are. In this magical picture
book, Maurice Sendak creates a
magical world filled with friendly but
scary-looking monsters. It begins as…

Samples: Template G
One of the most important books you
might read this year is Of Mice and
Men. In this novella, John Steinbeck
tells a compelling but tragic tale about
the impossibility of friendship in a
harsh world. It opens with…

Activity #3
Sample of weak opinion paragraph
What could make it better?
Everyone should read Diary of a Wimpy Kid
because it is funny. It’s really funny and it will
make you laugh because it is so funny.
Another reason is that it is goofy and it’s
humorous. Most kids will laugh when they
read it. You will like it because it is funny and
hilarious. All of the parts are funny.

C characters or point of view
A action
T
S
M
I

theme
setting
mood
illustrations/images

L language (point of view)
E educational value
©Bill Atwood Collins Education Associates 2017

Using CATSMILE
Argue: Harry Potter deserves to be on the Best 100 list!
Sample Reasons
C characters/point of view

Harry and his friends are realistic and interesting.

A action

The plot hooks you in and doesn’t let you go!

T theme

The message of the story is powerful! Stand up to the bad guys!

S setting

The setting is magical but also believable.

M mood

It has both humor and suspense!

I illustrations/images

The drawings are simple but also detailed.

L language

The author uses wonderful language—vivid verbs and nouns.

E educates

Many of the examples are from famous myths and legends.

©Bill Atwood Collins Education Associates 2017

Using CATSMILE
Argue: Diary of Wimpy Kid deserves to be on the Best 100 list!
Sample Reasons
C characters/point of view

Told from 1st person point of view, really get inside Greg’s head

A action

Funny and believable

T theme

Message is that growing up is hard, things will work out.

S setting

The setting is ordinary and seems very realistic.

M mood

Every situation is super funny.

I illustrations/images

The drawings are excellent, simple but hilarious.

L language

Author writes exactly the way kids talk!

E educates

You learn that other kids have similar problems to you.

©Bill Atwood Collins Education Associates 2017

Using CATSMILE
Argue: _______________deserves to be on the Best 100 list!
Sample Reasons
C characters/point of view

___________________________________________________

A action

___________________________________________________

T theme

___________________________________________________

S setting

___________________________________________________

M mood

___________________________________________________

I illustrations/images

___________________________________________________

L language

___________________________________________________

E educates

___________________________________________________
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Diary of Wimpy Kid deserves to be on Best 100 list.
REASON

EVIDENCE

Plot lines are funny
and believable

Halloween episode (p 64). Mom makes them take
younger brother, ruins costume. High school kids
douse them with water from fire extinguishers

The drawings are
excellent, simple but
hilarious.

p. 73 creeping home from Grandma’s house terrified of
seeing HS kids. Teeth are chattering, eyes popping,
huge bag of candy…

REASON

EVIDENCE

Paragraph 2
1

Everyone should read Diary of a Wimpy Kid because the plot

2

lines are funny and believable. For example, midway through the

3

book in an episode called Halloween, Greg and Rowley go trick or

4

treating but their moms make it miserable by changing their

5

costumes in ridiculous ways. Rowley’s mom takes his knight sword

6

and gives him a glow stick! Later, they get attacked by high

7

schoolers with fire extinguishers and have to sneak home to avoid

8

getting soaked. These kinds of things happen all the time on

9

Halloween or at least you feel like they could happen. This is why

10 The Diary of a Wimpy Kid it a perfect book for all kids-- you will feel
11 like it’s happening to you and you will laugh out loud!

