
Opinion Writing Grades 2-7

Learn to write a very clear and 
convincing paragraph or essay…



Lesson 1:
What is the difference between a strong 
opinion piece and a weak one? 
Developing our Focus Correction Areas.

4 Examples:

1.Request letter  (grade 2-4)
2.Best place to visit (grades 2-4)
3.Should we read it?  (grades 2-6)
4.Character Hall of Fame (grades 4-7)



Dear Mom and Dad,
In my opinion, we should get it.  It would be really good for 

all of us.  If we got it, it would be great.  I think it is a good 
idea.  Let’s get it!

Love, 

Emmie

Type One Name
Grades 2-3 Date

4 lines or more.  What is the biggest problems with the 
opinion letter below?  What could make it better?



Type One Name
Grades 2-3 Date

4 lines or more.  What is the biggest problems with 
this letter?  What could make it better?



Dear Mom and Dad,
In my opinion, we should get it.  It would be really good for 

all of us.  If we got it, it would be great.  I think it is a good 
idea.  Let’s get it!

Love, 

Emmie

Let’s Fix it!



Dear Friend,

The animal shelter. There have cute dogs and cats.  I went 
there.  It’s nice.  I hope you like my story.   

Sincerely,
Me

Let’s Fix it!



Dear Friend,

You should give money to the Animal Shelter of Boston!  The dogs and 
cats that stay there don’t have homes.  Without the shelter they might 
die on the street!  Also, the shelter needs money for medicine or 
surgery for the animals.  I went there once and saw a dog that needed 
an operation on his leg.  It’s not fair that these animals are suffering!  So 
please give some money to this shelter. If you do, then you’ll feel good 
about yourself and you will have helped a needy animal!

Best Wishes,

Joe

Let’s Fix it!



Dear Mom and Dad,

In my opinion, we should get a trampoline.   It would be 
really good for all of us because we would get a lot of exercise 
jumping up and down.  Also, we could invite friends over and 
become more popular.  Finally, we won’t have to spend 
money going to the health club, because we can have fun in 
own yard!  Let’s get one today!

Love, 

Emmie



Dear Mom and Dad,
In my opinion we should visit Florida.  It 

would be really great.  I’d love it.  It would be 
nice there.  We should go there.

Love, 

Jacob



Dear Mom and Dad,
In my opinion we should visit Florida.  It 

would be really great.  I’d love it.  It would be 
nice there.  We should go there.

Love, 

Jacob

Fix it!



Dear Mom and Dad,
Of all the places we could go, we should 

definitely visit Florida!  It would be so much fun 
to swim in the ocean or lay around on the 
beach.  Also, we could get a lot of exercise 
playing tennis or beach volleyball!  It’s going to 
get really cold and dark soon, so a trip to Florida 
would give us something to look forward to! If 
you book soon, it won’t be that expensive 
either!  Florida… can you feel it? 

Love, 

Jacob



Dear Kelly,

This book is really good.  You’ll like it.  Read it.

Your Friend,

Mary

Fix it!



Dear Kelly,

Flat Stanley is a fantastic book that I know 
you will love.  It’s about a kid who gets squished 
by a bulletin board and is now only 1/2 of an 
inch thick.  You’ll love reading about all his 
adventures sliding under doors or flying like a 
human kite on a string. Stanley will inspire you 
to be a hero when he helps people with his 
flatness. Also, the pictures are hilarious. Go get 
this book today!  You are going crack up when 
you read it. 

Your friend,
Joe



Dear Editor,

You should include Brian on your list of 
memorable characters because he’s a good role 
model.  He’s also a hero.  He lands the plane.  
He’s a good example for kids.  This is why you 
should put him on the list.

Your friend,
Joe



Dear Editor,

While there are many characters that might be put on your “100 Most 
Memorable Fictional Characters,” Brian, the protagonist from Gary Paulsen’s novel 
Hatchet, absolutely deserves to be included.  First of all, Brian is very realistic.  In 
the beginning he is afraid of everything.  In the first scene, when the pilot has a 
heart attack, Brian is so scared he throws up.  Most kids will relate to this because 
he acts the way many teenagers would act.  Also, he is also from a divorced 
suburban family and many kids will recognize that his life is not perfect.  Second, 
Brian changes a lot in the novel.  He becomes more self-reliant and independent.  
He learns how to take care of himself in the wild.  This is an important theme for 
young people.  When readers see that Brian can change, they will feel change is 
possible for them too.  However, the most important reason to include Brian on the 
list, is because Brian does not give up.  At one point midway through the novel 
when Brian feels all is lost,  he considers suicide but realizes that is not the answer.  
He recovers his senses and becomes stronger.  This is a critical message for kids 
today who may feel depressed!  Brian is a model for hope and mental toughness.  
So, because Brian is a realistic character who shows that change is possible and grit 
and determination are valuable traits, please include him on your list.  You won’t 
regret it!

Thoughtfully,
Joe



Important Focus Areas for Opinion
• Clear Opinion Sentence (CL.OPS) Avoid  “because”

• Convincing Reasons with detailed examples

– Use P.L.E.A.S.E. and D.E.T.A.I.L.S to help

• Elaboration (tell more, explain ideas!)

• Transition words and phrases

• Powerful closer or conclusion (WRAPITUP)

• Attention getting beginning or introduction

• Acknowledge the other side (While some say...)



Mini Lesson #1
The Clear Opinion Sentence!



Lesson #1
Working on the Clear Opinion Sentence!

Learn to write an effective opinion sentence by 
looking at models.  Then practice making your 
own. Practice across all subjects.  Make 
statements to use in science, social studies, 
language arts, math…



Decide if this opinion statement
is clear. Only judge the first sentence! It 
should be a clear opinion.

0= not clear or not complete
1= a little clear or not complete
2 = very clear and complete



Q:  Should Charlotte’s Web be on the class reading list?

It should be on the class reading list.

This deserves a score of 1.  It is very strong opinion: “It 
should” be on the list.  However, it is not clear.  Don’t use 
pronouns  like “it” in your opinion.  People will not know 
what should be on the list.  Don’t assume the readers 
have read the question.



Q:  Should Charlotte’s Web be on the class reading list?

Charlotte’s Web should be on the list for several 
important reasons.

This deserves a score of 2.  It is an opinion statement that 
offers the beginning of a well organized paragraph or essay. 
The author does not try to put all of his or her reasons and 
details into the first sentence.  The author might want 
mention the “class reading list” as part of the sentence.



Q:  Should Charlotte’s Web be on the class reading list?

Charlotte’s Web should be on the class reading 
list because of Templeton the rat and he’s really 
funny and because of the drawings and the book 
is really good and it’s funny and sad and I love 
the part when she writes the words in the web.

This deserves a score of 1.  It is very strong opinion: 
“Charlotte’s Web should be on the class reading list...”
However, it is not clear because the author tries to include 
too many reasons and details into the first sentence.   In 
your opinion, try to stay simple and clear!



Q:  Should Charlotte’s Web be on the class reading list?

Charlotte’s Web is a story about friendship 
between a pig and a spider.

This deserves a score of 0.  Even though this is very clear 
writing and offers the beginning of a summary, it is not an 
opinion.  Try to include strong opinion words like “should”, 
“must” and “need” in your opinion.



Should I read Charlotte’s Web to the class next year?

Charlotte’s Web is one of the best books ever 
and this novel should definitely be on the class 
reading list!  First of all, …

This deserves a score of 2.  It is a very strong and clear 
opinion.    The author has included several good word 
choices like “best” “should” and “definitely”… The author 
also hints that he or she is going to use transitions… “first 
of all…” but doesn’t put all the details in the first sentence.



Q:  Should Charlotte’s Web be on the class reading list?

In my opinion, Charlotte’s Web should be on 
the class reading list let me tell you the reasons 
why.

This deserves a score of 1.  It is good opinion but it is 
actually 2 sentences.  When “let me tell you the reasons 
why” was added,  it turned the sentence into two 
sentences.  To fix, either make a new sentence or add the 
conjunction  “and” to join the two independent clauses.
It might be better to just write, “In my opinion, Charlotte’s 
Web should be on the list for several reasons.” You don’t 
need to ask permission from your reader.



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

Video cameras are sometimes used in schools 
and people have different feelings about it.

This deserves a score of 0.  This is not an opinion it merely 
suggests that people have different feelings about video 
cameras.  In the opinion sentence, don’t just describe the 
controversy, give your thoughts!  However, this might be a 
good introduction that gives background for your opinion.

Although people have different feelings about the use of 
video cameras in classrooms, they should NOT be installed.



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

They should not be installed.

This deserves a score of 1.  Strong opinion but not clear.  
Avoid the pronoun “they” and remember to restate the 
whole question… “Video cameras should not be installed 
in classrooms!”



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

Video Cameras might be a good thing and a bad thing.

This deserves a score of 0.  This is not really an opinion.  
Take a stand.  Try to avoid being wishy-washy.  It is okay to 
say something like, “While video camera have both 
negative and positive effects, the positive effects outweigh 
the negatives…”



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

Video Cameras should be installed in classrooms 
for two important reasons.

This deserves a score of 2.  It is a clear opinion that offers 
the beginning of a well organized paragraph or essay.



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

It would be a terrible decision to install video 
cameras in classrooms! 

This deserves a score of 2.  It is a very strong and clear 
opinion. 



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

Although it might seem like a good idea to install 
video cameras in classrooms, it would be a 
terrible idea.

This deserves a score of 2.  It is a very strong and clear 
opinion.    The author has also included the counter 
argument in the opinion!  Very sophisticated!



Should video cameras be installed in classrooms?

I don’t like video cameras.

This deserves a score of 1.  It is an opinion, but it does not 
answer the question… the question was not, “What is your 
opinion of video cameras?”



Practice your own Opinion Statements

Turn and talk to your partner and come up 
with a clear opinion for each of the 
following.



After reading the two articles on school 
rules, do you think students should be 
required to wear uniforms to school? 

After reading the two articles on school 
rules, it’s clear that students should not be 
required to wear uniforms. 



Based on the the articles on exercise and study, 
do you think the school day should be extended 
to have more physical education classes? 

While many people feel the school day 
should include more physical education 
classes, the school day should not be 
extended.



After reading the articles on the best toys, 
what toy do you think should be added to 
the “Best Toys Ever” list? 

Legos should be added to the list of “Best 
Toys Ever” for several reasons.



After reading the articles on planets, do 
you think Pluto should be considered a 
planet? 

Pluto should not be considered a planet for 
two main reasons.



After reading the articles on school jobs, do 
you think students should have a role in 
cleaning the school? 

Although there are compelling arguments to 
support students cleaning schools, this idea 
would be a mistake.



1.  After reading the two articles on school rules, do you think students should be required to wear uniforms to school? 

2.  After reading the selection, “Exercise,” should the school day be extended to have more physical education classes? 

3.  After reading the articles on the best toys, what toy do you think should be added to the Best Toys Ever list? 

4.  After reading the articles on planets, do you think Pluto should be considered a planet? 

5.  After reading the two articles on school rules, do you think students should be required to wear uniforms to school? 

6.  After reading the articles on school jobs, do you think students should have a role in cleaning the school? 

Choose 3+ prompts and write a clear opinion sentence for each.  Use a variety of approaches!



MINI-LESSON #2  
Thinking of Reasons 
The Reasons Game

Introducing and 
Using the P.L.E.A.S.E. Acronym



The P.L.E.A.S.E. Planner
Reasons

• Physical (health,  space)

• Learning (educational)

• Emotional (fun, relaxing…)

• Aesthetic/spirit

• Social (community, friends)

• Economic    (saves  money, 
time, or resources: paper, 
water, food, oil, energy…)



In your opinion, are dogs a good pet to have?



The Planner:  Are dogs a good pet?
Reasons

• Dogs really can teach you about responsibility.

• Dogs can actually make you healthier!

• Dogs are just plain fun!

• Getting a dog from a shelter is a kind thing to do!

• With a dog you can make friends at the dog park

• Dogs are expensive but cheaper than horses!

physical

learning

emotional

Moral/spirit

social

economic

• With dogs, don’t need to buy burglar alarm



Dogs are a great pet to have for two main 
reasons.  First, dogs help you get exercise.  For 
example last year, according to my FITBIT, I walked 
over 2 miles a day with my dog.  That is over 800 
miles a year!  Second, dogs help families save 
money.  With a dog a family doesn’t need a burglar 
alarm system.   Dogs are like a force field keeping 
bad people out!  So, next time you are considering 
which pet to get, get a dog.  You won’t regret it!

Sample paragraph written from planner



Reasons Details



The Reasons Game

How to play:  You will be given a topic to 
argue.  

You will have 1-2 minutes with a partner to 
think and quietly discuss different reasons 
to support the opinion. You can use the 
PLEASE acronym to think of more reasons.



The Reasons Game

Variations:  
•You record reasons on a two column chart.
•Use a white board to record reasons. (or use a One Penny 
Whiteboard: transparency sleeve with template inside)
•Break a record:  challenge class to come up with more than ___ 
different/valid reasons.
•After completing reasons, add DETAILS to the right side
•Model a verbal paragraph for class with each partner switching 
off for each line of the paragraph (see next page)



The Reasons Game
Argue: Halloween is a better holiday than Valentines 
Day.  (or Halloween is a great holiday.)

Sample Reasons:
You can get exercise on Halloween

You can learn how to make a costume.  Learn how to be safe at 
night.  Learn imagination… tell stories 

The colors of black and orange are better than red and pink, music is 
better, atmosphere better… 

Spend time with friends and family… no broken hearts!  Meet your 
neighbors.  Bond with your friends!

Creates jobs in Big Party, candy factories, pumpkin farms… not that 
expensive… you can make a costume, give inexpensive treats… get free 
candy to last the whole year! 

It’s fun to be scared!  You get to be out at night!  

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic Reasons

Social Reasons

Economic Reasons



The Reasons Game
What kind of a reason is it?  Turn to your partner…

You can get exercise on Halloween

You can learn how to make a costume.  Learn how to be safe at 
night.  Learn imagination… tell stories 

The colors of black and orange are better than red and pink, music is 
better, atmosphere better… 

Spend time with friends and family… no broken hearts!  Meet your 
neighbors.  Bond with your friends!

Creates jobs in Big Party, candy factories, pumpkin farms… not that 
expensive… you can make a costume, give inexpensive treats… get free 
candy to last the whole year! 

It’s fun to be scared!  You get to be out at night!  

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic Reasons

Social Reasons

Economic Reasons



The Reasons Game
Argue:  We should get a class pet.

They don’t take up much space.

We can learn about the animal.  We can learn responsibility.  We 
will learn that animals have needs just like people.

The animals in a pet store aren’t well cared for. WE can make a better 
home for it!

It will bond us as a class.  We will have something in common!   It will 
bond us to nature! 

It will make us less lonely.  It’s fun, breaks up monotony.

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic/ spiritual 
Reasons

Social Reasons

They aren’t expensive!  We will learn to save the planet by taking care 
of this small animal.

Economic Reasons



The Reasons Game
Argue:  Elementary Schools should not have homework

We need exercise outside.  We have sports practice.  The 
backpacks will hurt our backs.

We need time to learn other important skills not taught in school.  Wastes 
a lot of school time going over homework and chasing up to kids who 
don’t do it.  Parents do it for kids anyway!

Kills our spirit and love of learning because we don’t choose to explore 
our own interests!  We have do all do the same thing!

Don’t have time to spend with my famiily.  We always argue about 
homework.  I don’t even see my sister… she’s always in her room!

It makes us hate school!

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic/ spiritual 
Reasons

Social Reasons

It kills trees!  It is a waste of time!  The books are expensive.Economic Reasons



In your opinion:  What afterschool activity should 
we offer?  Why?

Builds strength

Learn how to tie knots

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic Reasons

Social Reasons

Economic Reasons

Rock Climbing would be a great after school activity!

It builds confidence.  

Beautiful view from up high

Learn to trust others!

Once you buy wall no other costs!  Doesn’t need fuel!  Don’t 
have to drive there!  



In your opinion:  Which animal makes the best class pet?

Don’t take up much room

Learn about habitats!

Physical reasons

Learning Reasons

Emotional Reasons

Artistic Reasons

Social Reasons

Economic Reasons

Fish are the best classroom pet!

Fun to watch them swim around!

They are really beautiful

Teaches us to work together to care for fish

Not expensive!  Doesn’t take a lot of time to care for them.  



The Reasons Game

Argue:  Elementary Schools should have homework



The Reasons Game

Argue:  There should be more field trips



The Reasons Game

Flying is the best superpower.



The Reasons Game

Being invisible is the best superpower.



The Reasons Game

Elementary students should not have cell phones.



The Reasons Game

Parents should/should not eat their child’s Halloween candy.



The Reasons Game

Parents should be able to eat their children’s 
Halloween candy.



The Reasons Game

They should not install video cameras in classrooms.



The Reasons Game

They should install video cameras in classrooms.



The Reasons Game

Students should not have to learn cursive handwriting.



The Reasons Game

Students should have to learn cursive handwriting.



Now, practice choosing a topic and 
filling out the organizer



Reasons Details



In your opinion: Should we have longer recess? 
Why or why not?

The Reasons Game



In your opinion:  What are most important 
qualities in a teacher? Why?

The Reasons Game



The Reasons Game

Argue:  The U.S. should explore outer space

Argue:  The Southwest is one of the best places to live.

Argue:  This novel deserves to be on the Best Of list.

Argue:  Kids should or should not have to memorize their 
math facts 



More Reasons Game
There should/should not be homework in elementary school

There should/should not be more field trips

The school day should/not be longer 

The library should be open longer hours

Students should/not have to raise hands in school

Lunchrooms should/should not serve healthier foods 

Students should desks not tables



The Reasons Game
Upper Elementary/ Middle School

Argue:  The voting age should be lowered to 16 years old

Argue:  Prayer should/should not be allowed in public 
schools

Argue: Plastic bottles and bags should/should not be 
banned.

Argue: Creationism should/should not be taught in 
public schools.



Working opinions related to literature

The following acronym may help when 
thinking about reasons to discuss, 

recommend, or compare two stories.



C characters

A  action

T  the point of view

S  setting

M  mood

I  illustrations/images

L  language (point of view)

E educational value or theme



The Reasons Game:  Books
Argue: Harry Potter deserves to be on the best 100 list!

Sample Reasons:

Harry and his friends are realistic and interesting

The plot hooks you in and doesn’t let you go!

The setting is magical but also believable.

It has both humor and suspense!

The drawings are simple but also detailed. 

Told from third person.  Allows you to get inside every character’s head

C characters

A  action

T  the point of view

S  setting

M  mood

I  illustrations/images

L  language (point of 
view)
E educates

The author uses wonderful language full of both vivid verbs and 
interesting nouns. 

Many of the examples are from famous myths and legends. The 
message of the story is relevant today! Stand up to the bad guys!



Lesson #3
ADDING SUPPORTING 

D.E.T.A.I.L.S.

How to back up your reasons with 
supporting evidence and 

elaboration.



The Planner
Details/examples

• Direct quote endorsement

• Examples or Engage the Enemy

• Tell a Story

• Imagine

• Analogy (compare)

• Literature or Logic

• Survey and statistics



The Planner
Reasons

• Physical (health,  space)

Details/examples

• Learning (educational)

• Emotional (fun, relaxing…)

• Aesthetic/spirit

• Social (community, friends)

• Economic    (saves  money 
time, resources like the 

planet…)

• Direct quote endorsement

• Examples or Engage the enemy

• Tell a Story

• Imagine

• Analogy (compare)

• Literature or logic

• Survey and statistics



The Planner
Reasons

• Dogs get you exercise

Details/examples

• Dogs  teach responsibility!

• Dogs are fun!

• Shelter dogs need homes

• You won’t be lonely.

• Dogs not expensive!

• My dad always says “I’m 
healthier now that we have this 
dog!”

• I know you think I won’t take care of the dog, 
but I will.  It will teach me how to take care 
of things..

• Last week, I was bored all week.  I 
watched TV all day.  With a dog…

• Imagine all the dogs who need a 
home!

• Having a dog is like having a built in 
friend!

• Old Yeller, my dog Skip, Shiloh, Henry and 
Mudge, Ribsy, Clifford and Emily…  all 
these people afforded dogs!  We can too.

• Dog Fancy magazine, shows that 
dogs only cost 20 dollars a month 
and they can save money on 
burglar alarm systems!

Direct quotes

Engage enemy or 
examples

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature 
or logic

Statistic



Direct quotes/ Endorsements

Examples or Engage 
enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature/ logic

Statistic

Practicing with DETAILS
Try to practice creating details in these categories with your partner. You can 

make them up… don’t worry about accuracy just practice adding DETAIL

In my opinion we should 
not have homework.  
First of all, everyone 
needs to be able to 
spend more relaxing 
time with the family.



Direct quotes

Examples or 
Engage enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature or 
logic

Statistic

There should be no homework
Reason #1:  You need to spend time your family.

My mom says, “This homework is making all of us grumpy and we don’t get 
to relax together!”

Some people say you can do homework together as a family, but homework really 
stressful and no one is having fun.  For example, doing a math problem that no one 
understands isn’t family fun!

Last year, I spent so much time on my homework I didn’t even get to eat 
any birthday cake on my own birthday!

Homework is like a giant vacuum cleaner sucking up all the family time!  It’s 
like having a horrible, miserable guest over to your house every night.

Imagine this scene.  Your parent has spent all day working as a police officer.  Arresting 
criminals, saving lives, directing traffic.  Then, at the end of the day, the parent comes 
home and has to work all night doing the same thing! That’s not fair!

In most of the great books, like Charlotte’s Web the characters are not doing 
homework, they are outside with the animals, doing chores, or playing with friends.

Survey any 10 year old child, and he or she will tell you, that they get way 
more candy on Halloween than any other holiday.



Direct quotes/ Endorsements

Examples or Engage enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature/ logic

Statistic

Practicing with DETAILS
Try to practice creating details in these categories with your partner. You can 

make them up… don’t worry about accuracy just practice adding DETAIL

In my opinion 
Halloween is the best 
holiday. First of all, you 
get lots of candy 
Halloween.



Direct quotes

Examples
Engage enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature 
or logic

Statistic

Halloween is best holiday
Reason #1:  You get lots of candy.

My best friend Bob says, “On Halloween I get candy for the whole year!”

Some people say candy is bad for your teeth but Halloween only comes 
once a year and you can brush after!

Last year, I went out for 3 hours and got over 4 pounds of candy!  I didn’t 
need to ask my mom for any candy money all year!

Halloween is like an Olympic sport but the prize isn’t a gold metal, it’s a 
giant pile of delicious snacks!

Imagine walking into a store where all the candy is free all you have to do is 
run around and grab it.  That is the first reason why Halloween is best.

In Jerry Seinfeld’s book, Halloween, he says that the candy is the best part 
of Halloween.

Survey any 10 year old child, and he or she will tell you, that they get way 
more candy on Halloween than any other holiday.



Direct quotes

Examples or
Engage enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature/ 
Logic

Statistic

Golf is more of a game than a sport.
Reason #1:  You don’t really break a sweat.

Even my dad who is a golfer says, ”when I golf, I don’t even need to shower 
after”

Some people believe that you do sweat a lot, but that’s only true if it’s really hot and 
then even the spectators are sweating.  Being a spectator is not a sport!

Last year, I golfed for like 5 hours, when I came home, I went straight out to 
dinner.  No one even knew I had been golfing!

Golfing is more like taking a long walk with a stick.  There’s no sweating 
involved, so there’s no sport!!

Imagine someone asks you to join them for an activity but they say, “You can wear 
long pants, a sweater, and you won’t need to shower after.  Would you think you 
were going to be playing a sport or playing a game?

Even in the book, Golf… the Greatest Game, Arnold Palmer says, he never really broke 
a sweat playing golf.  If he never breaks a sweat, how can that be a sport?

Most doctors will tell you that for proper exercise you need to raise your 
heart rate.  When you raise your heart rate, you usually raise your body 
temperature, and you sweat.  How can you say you’re playing a sport and 
not sweat?



Direct quotes

Examples or 
Engage enemy

Tell story

Imagine

Analogy

Literature/ 
Logic

Statistic

The book is almost always better than the movie.
Reason #1:   The movie always leaves out key parts.

When I’m watching a movie with my brother he is always saying, “….”

For example, in the movie….  Or some people say that ….

I’ll never forget when I went to see…. And ….

The movie is like ….(something that leaves out all the good parts…)

Imagine going to see the movie version of a book you loved.  Then suddenly, you are 
waiting for you favorite part and…

It makes sense that the movie can’t include everything, but that’s why the book is 
better!

Ask 100 people if they like the book or movie better, and 99 times out of a 
hundred, people say, “The book was way better!  And they left out the part 
where…”



Lesson #4
Writing an Introduction 

to your Opinion



1.  Start by explaining/describing the history

2.  Start by explaining the importance of topic

3. Start by establishing your credentials

4. Start recognizing there are other opinions 
but then give your opinion

Four ways to introduce your opinion

5. Begin with a story or anecdote





1.  Start by explaining, describing the history

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Homework has been around for many, many 
years, and for many years kids have hated it!  
However, just because kids hate it doesn’t 
mean it’s the wrong thing for third graders.  
In fact, homework is an important part of 
school.



1.  Start by explaining, describing the history

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Students have been doing homework for as 
long as there have been schools.  Teachers 
feel it is important for extra practice on key 
skills.  However, homework is really a 
terrible idea for several important reasons.



2a.  Start by explaining the importance of topic

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Homework is a very controversial topic.  
Many feel it is extremely important while 
others feel it is a waste of time.  However, if 
one looks at homework carefully, it will 
become obvious that is not a good idea for 
three important reasons.



2b.  Start by explaining the importance of topic

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Deciding what to do about homework in 
elementary school may be one of the most 
important choices that schools face today.  It 
affects students, parents, teachers,  and the 
future of this country.  In my opinion, 
homework should be required for all 
students.



3.  Start by establishing your credentials

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

As a fifth grader, I have been doing 
homework for over 5 years.  During that 
time, I have spent well over 1,000 hours 
filling out worksheets, practicing spelling 
words, and making projects.  In my opinion, 
homework should be _________________



4.  Start by recognizing another opinion but then  
giving your opinion.

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Homework is a difficult topic.  Many 
people feel it teaches responsibility and lets 
students practice key skills.  Without 
homework, they claim that students will not 
make good progress.  While this argument 
sounds solid, in fact, homework is a terrible 
idea.



5. Begin with a  story

Writing an Introduction to your Opinion

Last year on a beautiful spring night, my family 
wanted to go see a play that was being performed 
outside in our town center.  It was a Shakespeare 
play called Macbeth and I was excited because I 
had never seen a Shakespeare play before. There 
were going to be fancy costumes and professional 
actors.  Only one problem… I couldn’t go.  Why?  
Too much homework! Homework is a huge 
problem and it should be abolished. 



Mini Lesson #5
Closers and Conclusions



Working on Closers and Conclusions



Working on Closers and Conclusions
Memory Trick

WRAP IT UP!

W:  WHAM. End with a 1-4 word punchy ending
R:   Restate your arguments in a compelling way
A:   Action… tell your reader to do something
P:   Prediction  offer a If... Then statement

I:     Imagine, ask reader to imagine the situation
T:    Tie it up by going back to question or story shared in beginning

U:    Use a quotation
P:     Pose a thoughtful question



In your opinion, should Elementary school students have 
homework?  Write a thoughtful and well organized 
opinion essay that explains your position.  Be sure to 
include a clear opinion, convincing reasons with 
evidence, and a summarizing conclusion.



1.  End with a call to action

Go now and write your principal, superintendent, 
or teacher!  Tell them not to listen to the critics and 
“Keep the homework coming!”



2.  Restate your position (in a clever or different way)

Because homework stresses students, creates family 
problems, and takes away time from exercise and 
hobbies, it’s time to end it.



3.  End with a thought provoking question:

Isn’t it time to end homework forever?



4.  End with a short powerful statement:

So because it’s a waste of time and stresses both students 
and families it’s time to end it.  Homework… you’re done!



5.  End with a prediction  (if… then…):

If you end homework, students will be less stressed out, 
more physically fit, and more intelligent from all the books 
and hobbies they can pursue.



6.  End with a quotation

In the end, homework teaches responsibility, toughness, and 
needed skills.  It’s just like that age old quotation, “if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it!” Keep homework! It isn’t broken, it’s  
working.



7.  Imagine (and a question to wrap it up)

Imagine a homework free world.  Students are playing 
happily, learning new things, and spending time with their 
families.  Isn’t this better for our children?



8.  Answer question raised in beginning

So what should be done with homework?  We should keep it 
as an important part of the our educational system!



Practicing with Closers

Add a closer to each conclusion.



In conclusion, homework is stressful for students because they 
often don’t remember how to do the work.  Also, it ruins family life 
by taking away valuable time from other activities. Finally, it 
doesn’t really improve student skills because most of the 
homework is too easy or too hard. __________________________

______________________________________________________
_



In the end, it is clear that homework is important.  It teaches 
valuable habits like responsibility and organization.  It gives 
students time to learn important skills in math and reading.  Most 
importantly, homework sends an important message to students 
that practice is the key to success. _________________________

_____________________________________________________.



Working on Hooks



1.  Start with a question Q

2.  Start with an unusual fact  U

4.  Start with a story or description of a scene S 

6.  Start with a hypothetical or imagine I

5.  Start with a true quotation T

7.  Start with a riddle or challenge obstacle  O

9.  Start with a fragment or series of words S

3.  Start with a dictionary or encyclopedia definition E

ATTENTION GETTING BEGINNINGS (H00KS) Memory device?

8.  Start with numbers  N



Mini Lesson #6
Transitions



To add information
First, the first reason, first of all…

To begin with

Also

Another

In addition or additionally

Not only this but also,

Second, third, fourth

To add but 
also prioritize information

Most importantly

The most important reason is

Last but not least

Finally, in the end, last, in 
conclusion,…

Equally important, Just as important

For example

While some say

However,

Although,

To illustrate

One example

For instance

Such as To illustrate, to show, 
to demonstrate

On the other hand

Unlike

But,
To give examples

Counter examples

Repeat part of previous sentence

Not only is homework heavy to carry, it also…



Transition Sort  Cut these up then put them into categories!



I think recess should be longer than 25 minutes.  

It helps kids make new friends.  It gives kids a 

chance to get fresh air.  It helps kids learn how to 

play soccer.  It gives kids a chance to get a break 

from school work.  I hope we have longer recess.

Add some transitions to this paragraph to make it flow! 
Also try to avoid repeating “it” and “kids” over and over



I think recess should be longer than 25 minutes.  

It helps kids make new friends.  It gives kids a 

chance to get fresh air. It helps kids learn how to 

play soccer.  It gives kids a chance to get a break 

from school work.  I hope we have longer recess.

First of all, a longer recess would help Second, more minutes outside would give everyone

Also, extra recess would improve sports skills like

Most importantly, ten more minutes of recess would give everybody



Advanced Transitions









Informational Writing and 
Comparing and Contrasting



1.  Start by explaining/describing the history

2.  Start by explaining the importance of topic

3.  Start by acknowledging misconceptions, 
misunderstandings, myths etc. 

Four ways to introduce your topic for 
informational writing

5. Begin with a story or anecdote

4. Start by establishing your credentials



Comparing and Contrasting



The Characteristics Game
How to play:  You will be given a topic to 
compare. 

You will have 1-2 minutes with a partner to 
think and quietly discuss different ways or 
characteristics to use in the comparison.  
You can use the matrix (next page) to 
record your ideas.





The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 restaurants



How Expensive
(Cost)

Quality of food

Speed of service

Atmosphere

Two Restaurants



Playgrounds

Schools

Shops?

Safe?

Two Neighborhoods



Ease of care

Cost

Cuteness 
(fluffiness, 
cuddliness…)

Size

Two Pets



Size

Distance
from sun

Made of?
(Composition)

Atmosphere

Two Planets



Personality

Homework

Experience

Teaching style

Two Teachers



Attitude/ 
personality

Wisdom
(knowledge
beiiefs)

Physical
appearance

Relationship to 
world… how 
others see 
him/her

Character at beginning vs end

Harry Potter
Harry Potter beginning Harry Potter at end

Depressed/ 
defeated/ a little 
rebellious

Happier, stronger, 
more of a leader
Still rebellious

Doesn’t know his 
powers, doesn’t 
know how to use 
them

Learns how to use 
power for good

Child-like, wearing 
clothes of others, 
glasses broken

Dresses more confidently: 
wizard gear, still has glasses 
but not  broken 

Victim although he 
rebels, alone, 
people bully him, 
Dursley’s think 
him worthless

Leader, famous, people 
look up to him,  part of 
community

How did it happen?



Mood

Language, word 
choice, symbols

Rhyme/type of 
poem

Theme or 
Author’s purpose or
Point of view

Two Poems



C   characters

A  action (plot, ending...)

T  the point of view

S   setting

M  mood

I    illustrations/images

L   language, structure, devices

E  educational value/ theme

Comparing Literature with CAT SMILE



Setting
Time/Place

Character 
(or Type of 
Character)

Theme:  What it says about 
the period/country or 
people’ values of time
ending

Exaggerated 
Qualities, Plot,

Two Tall Tales

Ending



Setting

Technology

Problem/conflict
Theme

Characters/ point 
of view

Two (Science) Fiction Stories



Language, music, 
camera work set 
mood

endings

Problem/conflict
Theme

Characters/ point 
of view/ thoughts

Book and movie

Choices of what is 
included?



Location

Resources used

Food source

Culture/religion/

Two Native American tribes/ nations/civilizations



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 presidents



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 characters



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 shapes



The Characteristics Game

Compare: two regions of the U.S.A.  



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  character at beginning and end  



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 numbers



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  2 trees (plants, leaves, flowers…)



The Characteristics Game

Compare:  the book and the movie made from 
book 



Next Steps!  

Filling out the matrix with actual items.  Think… 
is your purpose to compare to inform or 
compare to argue?



How expensive
Cost

Variety of food

Speed of service

atmosphere

Two Restaurants
McDonalds Fridays

Cheap, less 
than $10

Medium between 
$10-20

Not very 
much, 
hamburgers, 
chicken, 
fries…

More choices, 
Mexican, steak, 
fish, veggies

Very fast (2 
min)

30-60 min

Plastic(y)  not 
much 
personality.  

Dark, warm, music, 
family friendly

Fridays more, but 
probably worth it

Fridays better, lots 
of choices

Fridays longer 
especially on 
Friday

Friday’s better but 
McDonalds safe 
bet if you don’t 
want to risk an 
unknown place.

Which is better? 
Add comment.



Now, think about how to organize it.  Are you 
going to put similarities together or organize 
by characteristic?

It might be best to start with just one 
characteristic and write a paragraph about 
that.  Then later, you can try to build additional 
paragraphs.



When choosing a restaurant, often you have to 
pick between MacDonalds or Fridays.  In my 
opinion, Fridays is better for several reasons.

First of all, the variety of food at Fridays is 
much wider.  MacDonalds offers mostly 
standard fast food:  hamburgers, fries, chicken, 
and salad.  Fridays has many more choices.  
The menu is over five pages long!  You can 
have…



Comparing and Contrasting:
To write an opinion or to write an informative piece

The most difficult part of comparing is 
thinking of the important characteristics of 
comparison.  Then you have to narrow them 
down so they are specific enough.  Finally, 
you have to choose the most interesting or 
relevant categories to compare.



Frogs and Toads

What they look like?

Skin? 
Size?

Color?

Where do they live?

Where born?
Survive winter? Narrowing down 

characteristics
What eat?

How?
Predators?

How protect?



What eat?
How?

Predators?
How protect 
themselves

Where live?
Born?
Survive winter?

Color?
Size?
Skin? 

Often green
Longer body and legs
Moist, shiny, smooth 

Brown
Shorter body, muscular legs
Dry, Rough, bumpy

Moist environment
Born in or near water
Bury in damp mud

Prefer dry and can live in moist
Born in or near water
Bury in damp mud

Insects, spiders, fish, 
worms
Teeth in upper jaw
sticky tongues

Insects, spiders, fish, 
worms
No teeth
sticky tongues

Use long legs to 
jump away

Fill up with air to seem
too big to swallow

Some have poisonous skin

Snakes, lizards, birds, 
fish…

Snakes, raccoons, skunks, owls…

Frogs and toads are both amphibians, but are they more similar or more different?

Different

Different!

Similar

Different


