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Featured Writing Assignment

Personal Vocabulary Cards
Vocabulary development is essential to learning. Every teacher is involved in
teaching vocabulary, whether the focus is on technical terms specific to a content
area or on general academic vocabulary that spans all disciplines (and often
appears in high-stakes assessment prompts). This writing project represents a best
practice strategy advanced by Robert Marzano and colleagues in his books Building
Background Knowledge for Academic Achievement (2004) and Classroom
Instruction That Works (2001).
Creating a single vocabulary card does not involve a great deal of writing or take
much time, but when vocabulary cards are created on a regular basis, the results
are impressive. Students will write a great deal that is directly related to key
learning concepts in your class, and they will have a hands-on learning tool that
can be used to reinforce vocabulary throughout the year.
Collins Writing considers this an essential writing assignment and has numerous
resources to support you and your students. Use the links below to get started
with this high-impact assignment.
Why Vocabulary Cards Are Essential: Notes to the Teacher (all grades)
Personal Vocabulary Cards Assignment for Elementary (grades 2-5)
Personal Vocabulary Cards: Developing Your Own Study Aids for New
Vocabulary Terms (grades 6-8)
Vocabulary Cards: Using Cards to Master Technical Vocabulary (grades 9-12)

Special Note:
To support your teachers' use of the program, consider having a Collins Associate
demonstrate the vocabulary card assignment or other lessons in your school's
classrooms. To learn more, email us or call us at 1-800-932-4477.

General Academic Vocabulary

How to Break the "Curse of Knowledge"
Teachers are well accustomed to teaching the domain-specific vocabulary of their
own discipline. But as Collins Associate Cheryl McDonough points out, because of
their own knowledge and familiarity, few teachers explicitly teach general academic
vocabulary (GAV).
Harvard linguist Steven Pinker calls this the "curse of knowledge." To help
teachers break this curse, McDonough has compiled a list of over 60 essential GAV
terms, complete with student-friendly definitions and sentences in which the words
might be found in an academic context. Download the list as well as Cheryl's
explanation of how the words were chosen and suggestions for teaching them.

Strategies That Work

Got Those Test-Prep Blues?
For many teachers, the time leading up to their state's
high-stakes assessment is a dreaded season. With the test
looming, it's hard not to feel the pressure to prepare
students for the writing tasks they have to do. A frequent

strategy is to engage students in an intensive regimen of
writing as a way to "coach them up" for the test.
Collins Associate Joan Pokrant, author of Open Response Writing, says this lastminute approach is rarely effective and often turns students off. Joan advocates a
better, more practical way in her blog post, "How To Avoid Those Winter Test-Prep
Blues."
Special Note:
For an in-depth analysis of strategies designed to help students improve their
writing skills when answering constructed response questions, see Joan Pokrant's
book, Open Response Writing: 18 Strategies to Improve Student Performance.
Visit our web store to preview the book. Be sure to check out Chapter 3, where
you can assess your current practices for teaching students how to write open
response answers.

Convention Wisdom

One-Minute Clinic: FANBOYS Can Help with
Commas
A frequent comma problem for many students is
remembering to use a comma to join two
independent clauses. Those independent clauses
are typically joined by one of seven coordinating
conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and
so. Use the FANBOYS acronym to remember the
conjunctions.
But that doesn't mean that a comma is always
used before those coordinating conjunctions. It's only when they join independent
clauses. Look at the four sentences below. Which sentence has no comma
problems? Can you identify the missing or unnecessary commas in the other
sentences?
I go to the park every week, and I watch the softball games there, and the
fans who cheer the players on.
I watch the games, and enjoy them, but many take forever to complete.
Sometimes I listen to music while I watch or occasionally I will read a book.
I enjoy watching the games, so I look forward to softball season each year.
See the answer key to check on your answers. Download a PDF with essential
comma rules from our Check Mate guides for students.
Level
Level
Level
Level

P
A
B
C

(grades 2-3)
(grades 4-6)
(grades 6-9)
(grades 9-12)

Special Note:
To help your students with commas and other rules of writing, see Check Mate,

the student guide for essential conventions. Or order the Essential Conventions
Teacher Resource Guide ($25 for the PDF; $30 for hard copy) from our web store.
You can also download free Samplers of each Teacher Resource Guide to try with
your students.

Quick Links

Revision and Editing Marks Posters
Teachers in all grades and disciplines use our revision and editing marks classroom
posters. The posters clearly show the most frequently used revising and editing
symbols and remind students how to make changes to their drafts.
We offer the Writer's Mark poster for grades 1-3 and the Revision and Editing
Symbols poster for grades 4-12. You can download a mini-poster version
of Revision and Editing Symbols from the Free Resources page on our website.
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View more training events here.
New offerings are added regularly, so if you don't see something in your area,
check back soon.

Collins Training

Professional Development for Your Staff
Would you like to speak to a Collins Associate about offering a professional
development session in your school or district? Email us or call us at 800-9324477 to learn about options and pricing or to set up a FREE phone consultation.
We offer highly competitive rates and will customize the training to suit your

school's needs.

Collins Institutes

Stretch Your PD Dollars!
Host a Collins Institute in your school or district and open it to outside
participation to underwrite some or all of the costs of the workshop.

Click to Learn More!

About Our Newsletter

Helpful Resources for Busy Educators
Our goal is to make our newsletter a useful link to ideas, research, and resources.
We hope you will share it with other educators. Please forward The Collins Writing
Exchange to your colleagues who might be interested.
For those of you who had this issue forwarded to you, join our mailing list and
receive future issues directly.
Missed a previous issue? Read it now.
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